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Naturalists will fight Malcolmsan Park development

City's last forest area
loqed to Ihc park s dc\ eloDrnenr
and is hoping ro rarse pubtic
alrarencss o[ lhe area's uDique,

"People just aren t aware of
wh€rc tlre grcen areas arc and
the need for them in cities." said
Gracia Janes. - It's been teit on
the br.kbumcr. Consciousnessjs just being raiscd.-

I'he city's parks anil rcc
reation deparlmcnt is currcu1lv
rnallsir,g the re.!lr' ct , uues-
tionnuire JishrhLi,rl rt re.
.lanu3 rr publir nreel,i,U", \atrJ
operrrrons m.narcr tioLl
HoUiek.

Hc cxpects lo be rcDo.tin( onpublic comn!'nts and rec-
ommcldrna (hanees to crrunctl
b! the cnd 6r Apriior €arlv XIa!
he said.

fJc ackn^sledges the n.rturat
ists'concerns but said.,wc l,e
lieve the concept plan takes iDto
account natural wikllile. mi-gratory birds aDd nesting

birds."
Grantham lvard alder.nan

Brian iI$X1ullan said he think.ii
thc cit]' \ develupmcnr plans can
be recon(iled vilh concerlr lor
the en\ rronmert if th€ llans artl
scaled du$ n

"Personally, I'nr lookins for a
more passive use than sttrii rcc
ommeDded. " said Ald
Mcllullan. "lt s an arc, ol
unique wildlile. and I'd Ii;ie lo
see lhat p).otecied."

But he fhinks the arca is not
used enough. "I wouid like ro
see sorne amenities to driw
nrorc leu,rle there. As r Dart.
it s urrderutrirzed.,4lut 01 o;oDt.
don't know where rr rs ' '

He said formal sardens and a
public greenhouse wouid suit thc
Garden City's imaAe. aDd arc
"something else to draw the
average citizen there.'.

But it is pr€crsel! the prospect
ol atlractins more people whrch
u'orries the Daruralist;

AY MARLEIIE BERG'MA

The last remaining for.est
in the city shoutd be left
alone, say local naturalists
vowjng to light the !4-million
devclopmenl proposed Ior
Malcolmson Pal.k.

"I ll light it atl thc rvav. ' said
ITar! tllien i-ule! of lhi penrn
sulJ FieU NaturJlisl\ sh6
plrr,s lu make a rrrcsrntirion t,r

Lrslead ut lh! sl,atir,r rrnk
pubtic rlesnhuusc. orna;,,nr:i
gairdens. test gardens. naturetrails and the picnic area
Plolrosed bl, the cit! s park\ and
rerrcl'tion dcpaltmcnt, ..whal Ireallr $aDt is the Dark t.fr
alone. ienccd rn aod D;rrulled.,.

The Sl. Cathrrrn.\ I 6.,1
Councjl of Womcr is also op-

should be left wild
"EYen disturbances on the

edge of such a natural aaea
wou ld discoura ge ($,ildlife)
breeding," said Mrs. Janes.

And because it is isolated
from any other nalural ateas,
there is little chance for it to blr
revitalized if hulnan inter-
lerence scarcs anilnals awa!
she said.

''Thrj is lt very rpecrat arca.,'
ihe said. ' It s nor lust anv old
pl,,t L,f afound.'lhe Dolitic'ans
should lrkc responsibttity rorit'

Ms. Fol(y said a conrpromlse
i! bctter than massile develoD
men1, but s\e would preier to
have thc woods left \r'11d.

"If I see I've got large sup-
port. then l'li insist on what js
really right for the Dlace.,, sh€
said. "and that's Ieave it alo$e.,'

She said the mandate of apalks department encouraqes
"rnanicurina' but soma trutv
wild areasmust be protected ai

well.
''We've got to change the way

we apDroach planls," she said.
Rotten branches have to be left
lo mt. to provide a home fot
ilsects qThich feed birds and

other animals.
"We can t look at weeds as

weeds. This is supposed t0 be a
wild place. lve have to leave it
up to nature to decide ho\y it's
going to be."


