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Presidenl's Obser\atiors

We all arrliclprL. Ix. :rri\ ll .l_ ipring xnd thc llorir
and laLrnr that 'o.,n ii.llnr\ llr: \crnal equinor. Ahcr
\!hat seencd a1] c\lrenra!\ l.rng \ inlcr. members of
the Penirsu e Irield \rtu|alitts can look ibrrvard trr

our wildflo\\cr Iours af!l sprinq hirding lrips.

Anolher 5pring ob..r \ ation I look for$ard 10

occurred in ea r \pril lorrheeishlh!carinaro$.
There are s,)1ne large deci.luous lrees close to m)
yard that ha\c ro\\s oIh(,lci.1rilled in thc bark. The
migrart responiibl.lor lhe holcs $as spoltcd on

April I I this )ear. Based on lhe prer ioLrs arrivals. it
appears lhe lonSer \ inter did rrol dela) thc arrival
ofthe rnale Yello\\ bellied Sap!ucker Jeiln and I

ha\e obser\ cd linrn our ba.l ) 3rd since 1008.

Ircccntl) rdJe,l anothcr spol t. nt) Iocations list fbr
spring sighrings. I \as drn introduccd to the

Lathrol Pr,-.pe|'!\ alier rnendins an Ontario Nalur.
Regiona rccting in lonlhill lasl \ear. On a retu|n
visit this \pring. .lean anJ I \ cre greeled by the ca is

ol_birds and !h. cncrgence of Hepalica through ihe

leallittcr. The finlish 1lo\!ers rrerc a $elconred
sight an,-1 I look loN\ard to \ isillng thc nature

presen..\er] )exr. Il lhc snorr and icc extend their

sta) in 1015. I'll iusl sil back \rifi rn) collee
knoring rhar the sqrsucker and Hepalica

obscr\ations are reall) not that lar a$a\.

Bob
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\T\1'YEAR'S SNIPPETS

-=-3 Field \aturalists marked the beginning ofthe year in which the

i-ae. .{nnivelsaries are often an appropriate time to introduce new

i..adre meeting included a new event, the formal induction ofthe newtcllvrlles.3n.i -

[xecuti\e ii.a , :

The program ibr.,ire -.:-----j .=-=: Rick loutrg presentirg a photographic trip from Ontario to British

Colurnbia. Rick nr. r-irEc!. f:i=-zed his $a] ahrough most ofthe scenic campgrolrnds from here to there-

and his combinad..a :a-.:a: -: :-.a\\3's and ofnotable camp$ounds made thejoumey across western Canada

a delightful er:enii5 a;:.-.i:c a.:,r:s oiFowler's Toads, melanistic Gartersnakes and spiders demonstrated

that Rick's i e.ei. n-.-: <:c .:: :]"-ral phologlaphy. His pictures ofthe QueAppelle Valley, the Cypress Hills

ProvincjalParti a =e 
-:LLL- :r ihe Dinosaur Park area were enough to convince anyone that the prairie

provinces are c.fri!:-l :.--i ::i :.n are ihe]' boring. wllen Rick's photo oflhe buffalo rubbing_stone in

tirasslands Pro\ i:ritz- h ]_roei up, I remembered being at that very spot and also seeing the prairie-dog

town in thar P3.iL P::-:,-3 1- i ciin\ iha! writing-on-Stone Provincial Park in Alberta sounds like a place thal

would be good ror.er<=- ::1s .-icamping and exploring - and likewise Riding Mountain Pa|k in Manitoba -
minus the mosquia".e' :-. 3:_e?t,l) -

PFN MAPLE SYRUP WALK (rr',or)

On Saturda! \larch t- :t m.mbe6 ofthe Peninsula Field Natualists met at the Roland Road entance to Short

Hills Provincial Part ii.Ee annual Maple Syrup Walk. The piles of snow in the parking area and the overcast

sky did noa deter tie gr..LT iDm hiking along the woodland trails.

We obsen'ed 11 bird 5l**ies \hich included 4 Eastem Bluebirds and a pair of White-breasted Nuthatches

flitting in the rre6 alLrng rhe sEeam as the group walked towards the Swayze Falls viewing platform. While

admiring the frozen *aierrall. a roostin8 Sharp-shinned Hawk was spotted across the gorge by a sharp_eyed

member ofour group- Heading back to the parking area along the Paleozoic Path, the group came across yet to

be identified slender insecs on the snow as we walked past the large English Oak.

The hour stroll rhrougl dle Provincial Park was lollowed by a pancake lunch at white Meadows Farm.
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- -a\\ ORC\\lS\1 ORECOSYSTEM?

The presentation b! R.-rE l.:s-si in the Februar) 2014 meeting ofthe PFN was an eye-opener for those of
us who think of lictre: s -\i-l< s:siirs on lhe north side oftrees'; lichens arc not true mosses Roman stated

that a lichen is a Fqrce* EE: 
" 

irngus and an algae. He considers the combination as an 'ecosystem'

rather than an'ors=:s::_, E< f.li.hefl is made up of two different kinds of living species.

The relationship oia:--:= .3i.- 3.igar thar creates a lichen is called 'symbiosis', flom the Latin'sym'
meaning together'.B: -5rsi':eaning _life' so 'living together'. The fungiand algae collaborate partly

because of nuEid...-

The algae ma) te :=.- _3::=:- :g' or 'blue-green algae'- both kinds have chlorophyll, meaning they can

use sunligha l(. ar.q;.= 
-::.:--:.-ii 

2s lrees and other green plants do. So the aigae provides sugar (=

carbohldraie li.: i-----:.- r re i:rs'Ji- \\hile the fungus protecls the algae and provides minerals which the

fungus traps li..:rl -.:!-i a -1\i or so;l ihat it grows on.

The parmeBhip oi :x:r-.-i =r.i algae -i.e. a lichen is useful to people because these ecosystems can live lor
extremei) long d'n.s. l-:e._ €e .'an be determined and thus can be used to date the rocks or wood that they iive
on.

The construction ".ie Ii.h-_n ii iomplex. The basic ftamework is the fungus, which has several layers, with the

algae bein-s conEi..d \\ idllr ihe middle layer The lower layer olthe fungus may be attached to its substrate
(rock. rvood. sharererr 1\irh rooi-like structures called'rhizines'. The non-sexual part ofthe fungus is called the

'thailus'.

The fungal pan oi a li.hen ecos) stem behaves much like other ordinary fungi, paflicularly in its reproduction,
which ma) be se\ual or a-!ual. The sexual reproduction is by spore-fonning, and the shape, size, and number

ofcells in the spore is in\ ohed in determining the name ofthe fungus.

The naming ofa lichen ecos]srem is pafily by using the same characteristics as for 'ordinary' fungi - that is, the

shape olthe fungus. ihe colour. and even the substrate that the fungus grows on. Most people know that
shuctures sucb as muskooms and puflballs are the spore-cases offungi that are reprcducing by spores.

Ifa lichen ecosl stem conEins gieen algae or blue-green algae, the fungus that contains the algae may be a

different colourthan the fungus alone would be. So the lichen may look somewhat like a bunch ofleaves, it
may Iook like a gre) or black crust or bits ofrock, or it may even look like vertical grey sticks with small red

tops (where the red parr is a bundle ofspores). Some iichens also appear to be different colours when they are

wet than when they are dried up bet\reen per;ods ofrain.

Some lichens rvill onll grow in relatively clean unpolluted air, which makes them a good indicator ofthe air
quality where !he) gro\\'. One ofRoman's local finds was one ofthe lichens that prefers clean ait suggesting

thatNiagara's air is relatively unpolluted.

Amateur lichenologists are rare and the organisms they study require patience and dedication to understand and

categorize. To identily lichens, Roman said that some species can be identified by the colour that the lichen
tums when exposed to certain chemicals. However, much ofthe identification process also requires a good

microscope to see the structure ofthe laye(s ofthe fungal component, a camera for retaining a colour picture ol
the lichen, and a steady hand to cut cross-sections ofthe thallus to see the structure ofthe layers, and the shape,

etc. olthe spores.
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CLI}IATE CHANGE

Do you have vampir6 i=:l.ill hlruse? Brian Montgomery, our speaker on Oct.28/i3,-suggested that

you do bul ha\'.ni tir.---= :: =<:1 
as such. The vampires he meant are the electrical gadgets in your home

inight-lights. micror.:.: ;r =: -rl-'i:ainared alarm-clocks - any gadget that sLtcks electricity to power a small

dome-light or io k=p : --€. ai irrrzer continuously cold). Those 'vampire' appliances use electricity, driving

up the cost of) our doEa iiil sirhout ) ou really noticmg rtl

Frol1r preriousil r\.-qii.: ]: l.r< ch] of Hamilton Planning Department, and cumently in rhe Puhlic Health unit"l'mln pre\lousi] r\!-!ril:: -:E L iI,1 oI .lamlllorl rkxrxnts usPducxq dxu !u'ru'uf
Brian 

-knor. 
s a i.: J--.-- :.:-::--:rqr end its air_bome health probiems. His cunent job is the improvement of air

qualiry. Althous.h Hri:::-:.': .3j 3 repuiaiion for bad air quality (thanks to the heavy indushy read ' steel

mills'). the cil is :nv.\'i_-: iL. air and also becoming a champion ofclimate change. Globally the industrial

secto;is the lar-!.i p..t:-i-_s ..inoxious air-bome gasses, including carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide,

nitrogen trifluoid;- h):rs=t.-ni sultur hexofluorides, etc. (Think Beijing!) But other materials also foul the

Both Hamilton a!1i \i+;r: i3\e iargets for improving their air qualily. Hamilton plans to reduce air

contaminarion t') 800 , .) lirj0- and Brian stated that Niagara has a target ofreduction by 10-15% by 2030'

Niagara sraneJ ier eir;i:g 3n air,qualit) improvement progratn later than Hamilton. Both municipalities use a

milestone-planning .1r!m. lrh;ch rakes into account the risks, an inventory ofthe curent (.1e ofaffairs- and

future plans \riih .h.:ka-in_!s ao detennine 'How are we doing?' as activities progress.

As Brian sees ii- lhe impa.Is ofclimale change incl$de: E9!!9f-y94lE! (increased temperatures with warmer

winters: less sno\\: incriaied iloodingi longer grouring seasofi): E-d!!1t3!L[9!g!]u!:liu!g (increased disease

and insec! effec6 on E_eej. ihreats 1o fish: declines ofwetlands; increased invasive species; changes oflocal
flora and fauna): Illrer rlsrres (less ground-waler rechargei more run-offto sbeams; flooding: increase ofwatet-

bome diseases: problem oieleclicity ge[eration with lower water levelsi increase ofblue-green algae): Health'

related issues (inarea* in heat-related illness; increased water-bome diseases; increased vector-horne diseases:

iisk of injuries: increased mental stress of impacts (worry!); &a4s4ll!.4g! (damage to roads, bridges, homes,

businessis: po$er ouiages- iloods. ice storms; incrcased emergency management cost; increased beaith care

cost; increased insurance premiums; terrorism), APricultulal issues (wind effects; Ionger \\armer growing

seasons; increased freze-lha* c)cles; shoder ice-wine season; increased irrigation need; increase ofcrop pests

& diseases).

Brian commented ihaa successful cilies are those which recognize that there is a synergy between climate

change and economic gro\11h. C;t;es that respond to the challenges ofclimate change arc those whicb combine

mitig-arion strategies *ith adaptation lo dealwith issues like greenhouse gasses, Examples are: encouraging

green roofs 1$hich can make;se of rainwater); pe neable pavement (which absorbs rain);better insulation of
i.omes; expanding rree canop) (cooling and air-freshening); implementing schedules to reduce peak demand of
eiectricity-He shorved photos ofsome of Hamilton's innovative 'Action' items, including: solar panels mounted

on sides olbuildings; a \r'ater-collector on the roofofMcMaster University which provides all lheir grey-water;

use ofrain barrels and compostjng bins; a produce garden at Hamilton City Hall. (the vegetables go to the city
lood Bank)! a cargo-bike delivery system. He admitied that some Hamilton residents object to some ofthe

city's activities. such as tree-planting where residents don'l want trees.

The City of Hamilton adopled an Air Quality and Climale Change Strategic Plan in 2006, which addresses

climate change in the areas ofvehicle fleets; reducing energy usage; energy co_generation; waste reduction;

lowering watir usage; building retro-fits; and introducing an anti-idling by-law. These actions have resulted in

the City:s greenhouse-gas emissions decreasing by 16%. In the next six yea$, they expect to achieve a 20%

-Mayz}l4 Page 4

Y



emissions reduction'
public transit (includi

different times ofthi
instead of each hom3

emissions b] mo\ing
Building Codes.

Niagara Region
Intemet at: \1\'

: _:3: aalion to reduce emissions in transportation could include using
l:t.. bitrcline. and car->haring (ie. 'e\eral per\ons each u:e the same car al

-,.i.+inq idea r.as rhat commu,rir) lnembers courd share power tools'

, -, ;::l::; thal the Creen Enerq) AcI had red ced greenhousc_gas

=.i. .J u, 
" 

fra, trt stated rveilso need better Energy Pricing' and better

. -;i;qating the effects oiclimate change, which can be found,on the

-. ..,-,,,.. " - -..,.- 
r.1,.,.,ll^'t'"' ln lni\dr''Jln(nt lilleo \ddl'rinjlo

i"*Gffiffi;ffi 'eragetemperaturesinNliii:""1"0'oi*.,".p"*it*r. rrr" degree of average- temperatute rise.would b-e

--;.;il;;;;pl;elv. ihe Region's Plan i; lensth)' butwell worh the

The Region s plan hai i\..nil6-ones: I - cteate a Preenhouse gas emissions inventory and forecast; 2 set an

emissions reducti!1n -rargea -t - a.ttrop un uttio|l ffl; + - tutt51" 
'tt"*tion 

plan: 5 - monitor progress and

,.ron ,"rrfo. \i pre-.cni. c)c Rrgion i' ar 
_miles'one 4 - carry o'lt lhe plan"' and is nelcomine an1 person' or

*i*.r.r ,t" " irt ,.-t i^ir..ain irpr.r.nting the plan. ihe Region's contact person to get involved is Erin

;}il'.r. "il ;;;.i,".t U1 .-"if 
"r 

liugu*-negion. Just googli: Climale Change - Niagam Region.

Ontario. \\ihat are \\e t\ ahing for?

IDE\TIFIC.{TION, BIOLOGY AND CONSERVATION OF TURTLES

Patick \loldo\\an has a thing aboul tudles which dates from his boyhood in Hamilton and on through

r,i. ....i"i.e ;;;; Jti"r"*:t"i" c,"--- uni' 
"oitv't"to* 'mptov:9 " lq:-l::i'P-k' 

his interest in

turtles is no\\ his career His presentation on November 25 was irlforrnative, amusing, and occasionally

al.,Gi.g ,f," frn.. Uecausi ofthe general public's attirude toward lhese fascinating creatures'

To besin- Patrick lisled fie 8 species ofnative turiles in Ontario; namely: Painted Tuftle: Blanding's Turtle;

rJ"""iti#,",'t""i Ji*r., slirtp"i ig^i"," Musk) Turtle; SnappingTurtle; Eastem Spinv Softshell Turlle;

and Northem \1aP Tunle.

l he On'dr'o V'nisI|1 ol \arura Resource' calegori/e' levels ofconcern' lrom lea'l rn mo\l qerious as:

soecial concem: threaten.d; endung...d; 
"t 

titpuiJ; tttintt gf the oMNR's standards' only the Painted Tufiie

::#ilH;ifi;.. trr" i",,:pp*g r'"r! 
^nd 

Nodhern Map Tunle are classed as 'special concem'; the

ii#;.g, irai".-silnrp* rr,tt. 
"i,it 

Siiny-ionrr,"ll Turtle are ciassed as 'rhreatened'r and the Spotted Turtle

and Wo;d Turtle are classed as endangered''

.Patrick described tunles as an unusual replile, xs the bod) is encased in a bony outer covering' the top surface

Ji"a irr" *."p^.. t"i"g made up ofnumerous plates cailed scutes'and the underside beingthe plastron'

w'frif" ifri p."iia.. pr"t]ection lor the animal, it aiso restrict5 mobiliq some$hat'.which the tuttles compensate

i".'iv n"r;lg.*""iftle necks and limbs' The 
'uiiout 

tp""i"' *" diitinctively the shapes and colours oftheir

shells, and by their habnu,,,o .on]..*,"n' Th" sizt 
"nd 

numbtts oftggs laid by lemale turtles va es with the

,p""fJ, - t"r'.r,"rrrpi", painted turtles usualiy p'du"" about z eggs' *hereas Snapping Tufi1es commonly lay

about 30 eggs.

Most turtle species are laitly longJived Patrick suBgested Painted Tunles li!e up toaboul40 years' and

Snaooinr. I unres can be over 100)ear'andstiltprojucingeggsar th3l age lheirlongevilj ma) rehlelolheir
'#ii :;i.;;;: ;;;;.a" i,.i., ,;. i"""""iio,"i-s .";h:;i'rc r 

"a'.1nd 
Sponed runles have a r0-monil'

dormancy.

Mav zO14
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While some tu(le spe.::- --. :::r-::-rl) aquatic. e.g. ihe Eastem Spiny Softshell Turtle which has its feet

modified into essen;ial i., :i:r;<s n i:rr c Ia* s. oiher species such as the Wood Tufiles are mainly terrestrial in the

Boreal iorest,1\ith f.e: 4-;;; -i-5\aiking. Snapping Turtles willtraveloverland as much as 18 km The Wood

Turtle in its ter.esrial :+:-: j:ir.inl) species adapted to swallowjng its food on land- most other species

can only swallo\ \\hile :: E=E ,

TosurviveBinier.Psi..ir\:.:h.dmostturtlesgodormantandessentiallyhibematei.themudundelwater.
young painted Tunl--s ,- ir-e..Nrl their bodies to minus l lc lo survile winter, and most hibernating turtles

reduce their melaL\li5-r1 i-- 3 :.Ir ler el.

Identifying iunles o] ii*i is i--iiible. as each species has sorne distinciive markings' Prcbably our most

common siecies. The p-ainiiTufle has red stripes along the shell and yellow spofs on lhe head; the Spotted

Turtle h as 
_r 

el lo\ sF\ Li Lrni on each scute on the carapace (back); B landirgs Turtle has large oumbers of spots

on the carapace ani a brig1l ].lto\\ neck; the Northem Map Tudle has markings on the carapace that resemble

the lines oia rcad-map: .,ie iiinkpot Turtle has rwo light stripes on the side ofthe head; and the Snapping Tuftle

has a large head and l!.ng l3il$h;ch is saw{oothed along the uppet side.

(Note: A good ;deniii;3iion source is: A Field Guide to Reptiles and Amphibians, by Roger Conant - Peterson

Field Guide Seriei)-

In Onlario. Parrick stated- remperature determines where we might see turtles, because ofthem needing warmth

for incubaiing the emb4os in the eggs. He suggested that climate change might allow them to go lurther north,

but roads anJother hunan acti!ity;;uld limit therrl. Also, they arc subject to injuries, although the loss ofa
limb is often not t'aral hils liom boat propellem or highway hits happen, and sometimes males are injxred when

battling lor territol-l: Some turtles get dis;ases that damages their shell, and Snapping Tudles are predated by

leeches.

A serious issue lor snapping Turrles is related to 'carry;ng capacity'. Basically, the species is long-lived, and

may continue laling eggs ui t00 yrs +. However, being a long-lived animalalso means that the species does

noicome bact rapiill afrer a shaip drop in numbers. Road-kill mortality, deaths from pollution, and predation

ofegg clutches bl raccoons can ail decrease the population, which will require a long time to rcplerish'

A related concem is thai the ontario Govemment allows anglers with fishing iicenses io catch snapping Tufiles

at two turtles/da]. The onErio Anglers and HunteN Association, with over 100,000 members, agree with the

Govemment on rhis practice_ Alth;ugh God Miller, the ontario Environmental commissioner- has made

unfavourable .epofis;bout the turtle catch in his annual Repofs since 2010, the Govemment has done nothing

to reduce rhe kiil of Snapping Turtles. OMNR'. reports claimed that the kill was 13 tuftles by 4 anglers in 2012.

Other issues affecting turtles adversely include illegal poaching ofSnapping Turtles; boating and highway

mortalities: competilion with alien turtle species such as 'slider turtles'which are an exotic species; and

infectious diseases which might be coming liom other amphibians. A se ous human attitudinal problem is thai a

significanr number ofmotorisrs will deliberately hit tuftles crossing roadsj this has been verified by a survey at

the Long Point Spit.

on the brighter side, Patrick noted that more places where tuttles cross roads are being signed with waming

signs, and a facility for rehab ofinjured turtles has been established in Peterborough ifyou can arrange to get

the injured turtle to the facility. The contact inforrnation is:

Kawafiha Turtle Truuma Centre, Peterborough - 705-741-5000
Another similar site is: Toronto Wildlile Centre 416' 631-0662

May 2014 Page6



CO\}ECTING PEOPLE AND BIRDS

Mike Bllrrell Li \!:. 3-!. ni.en it comes to lhe bird life in Ontario - which is curious considering that his

o.iginal post-gad sub-i..: B5 B.r.3ai Sil\iculture. However, at age 15, he became hooked on birding while

leaming about the spor.:: -ic3 P..inr Bird Observatory He has also been eBirding for 5 years and credits eBird

as his favorite tool for i-El:::::1i re.ording data about birds His talk on March 24 combined his zest for eBird

with his enthusiasm lor rre -:::\^rtlil BirdAreas (lBA) program in Ontario and globally.

The IBA prog::r :. =: i::ae.national conservation initiative, coordinated by Birdlife International. with a

mandate to consen. b::,ri '.r..:r hat'ilars and global bird biodiversity. lts partners operate in over 100 countries

and territories 1\orjdlrjae. nr'. ar.rqrams on every continent.

ln our coundl- Biri Siudies Canada and Nature Canada are the cooperators with Birdlife International.

Between them. *e= +r::ies Jeli\er the IBA program, which aims to identif,, monitor, and conseNe a

network ofsites rh3r pr..\:i. 
-iential 

habitat lor significant bird populations. VollLnteer caretakers $'ork

alongside omillo:..gi.r. 3.a ."rnsen ation scientists to help protect birds and critical ecosystems. Besides the

IBA program. Bird S:uJi.. Canada suppofts Project Feederwatch, the Christmas Bird Count, and regional

breeding bird ariases. \:rh r\er 10.000 volunteers each year.

An Importani Bird.\rea is a discrete area recognized as global]y important for conservation ofbird
populations- \\'orld\\ide ihere are about 12,000 IBAS. These sites are small enough to be entirely conserved. and

differ in their character- habitat or omilhological impofiance from the sunounding habitat. Intemationally-

agreed criteria for idenriiing IB,{s mean that a site must meet at least one ofthe following ratings:

A1 - Globall] ihreatened species - lhe bird species at the site is listed as Critically Endangered,

Endangered or Yulnemble- Generally, this is irespective ofpopulation size;

A2 - Restricied-range species - in a number ofsites. these bird species are present in significant

numben in aI l.asr one sire o. preferably more;
Ai - Biome-renricted species - a bird species is one member ofa group ofmany species ofall kinds,

which are lound iogether consistently in many distinct locations;
A4 - Consiegations - this rating applies mainly to 'waterbird' species, and may imply flyway

populations. garherings in $ellands. or important 'bottleneck' sites for temporary use by migratory species.

In Canada- British Columbia was lhe fitst Province to begin designating lBAs and Ontario was the last.

The total oflBAs in Canada is about 600. with about 70 in Ontario. Most ofthe Canadian IBAS are important

because ofbeing migrator] sites, and are often coastal habitats or wedand interior sites. Many ofthe Ontatio

sites are coastal. frequentl) in the Hudson Bay/James Bay area or in locations around the Grcat Lakes.

Closer to home- the Niagara River area is considered a Globally Significant area lor waterbi.ds, and the

Twelve-Mile Creek area at Fonthill is an IBA for Hooded Warbler In a discussion with Mike after his

presentation to the P!_^1. he agreed that seveEl locations along the Niagara River should have informational

signs that \lould promote the IBAS that exist at various points along the river A cooperative arrangement with
the Niagara Parks Comm;ssion could be made to have such signs in place at appropriate sites, which would

increase the public's knowledge ofthe importance ofthe river for migratory and resident water-birds. Funding

ofthe price for the signs would be an issue to be deall wirh, possibly by sponso6.

ln 8.C., 'Caretakers' are active in monitoring the lBAs, doing habitat rcstoration, and installing sjgnage

explaining the IBAS' importance. Similar activity by Caretakers may eventually take place in Ontario, but the

Ontario IBA program is still at an early stage. Mike Bufell is an enthusiastic promoter ofusing eBird to

encourage lellow birders to use this tool in promoting the development and public awareness and recogniiion of
the IBA program. Among other uses, eBird can be effective jn tracking migrations ofmany bird species.
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PENINSULA FIELD NATURALISTS UPCOMING OUTINGS

Excursion to Rock Point Prolincial Park
Saturday, May 31, 2014. 8:30 am to mid-aliemoon.
Saddle up with Rick Young at the Shopper's Drug Mafi Plaz a in Fonthill to carpool, and bring lunch. Rock
Point PP has been kno\\n to ha\e Ruddt'Iumstooes and Redheaded Woodpeckers, and soine nice
geological features. As $ifi Long Poinl ticks are a possibility, so dress appropriately.
Binoculars and or spotting scopes are useful.
Rick Youns 905-73-l-6f26

PE\I\ST L { FIELD \.\TLR;\LISTS - ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC/BBO

\ {Tt RD-{\. JLNE 7, 10:30 AM (RA.IN DATE : JUNE 8)

Home of DON & SUE MINCHIN
2288 ROBBINS RD

(West off llth Street, Louth)

DIRECTIONS: From St Catharines, take 4th Av€nue past the new Hospital westward, to
llth St touth. Tbrn left (south) onto llth Slreet, cross over King St. (Reg.8l), up a small
hill and look for Robbins Ave. on the right. Thke Robbins Ave. to the end. Alternately,

rrke King St. (Reg. 81) to llth. Street f,outh.

The Peninsula Field \aturalists Club
1 ri. lmiir . r-canizir idr sri,led in 1954 $irh rtie oblecri\es r. prese^e \lldlil! aid pr.rect
r, :rirlul. lLi proiuc fLbilc intcrcn ln and a knoslcdgc oiLhe Daturll hisLot ol thc area.

.. ri i, fr.r.oL.- .n.ourigc rnd cool,..are slfi o.qaniTatiois aid irdi\ lduals ha\ i.! similar
:r'r.jis rnd obtcnncs.,\fii1i.tcd \idr Orr.rb Niru.. ind Nirur. (ran.da

PO. tlor 21031. RPO (lrrlt(,n, St. Catharincs, ON. I-2R 7P6

\\ebsite : Dcnin!ulafi cldnxts.com

The Peninsula Naturalist
l/,i/i\1,.,.1r I:cbruar): April,/Me)t Oclobcr,/Novcmbcr

Thc Icin-.r \.l..nlci \\ rirrc. i]fiiclcs or irtwork on an] nalural hislory rcpic. l'lease submil 1\ ped repofs on
paper or b\ crrail In: jmpotte1068, gmail.com Colour phoros (ipg) accompan)ing anicles are \\,eicomc. All

pieces oi arl\ orL \: I he x..eplcd. \e\ ideas ilnd conslructive criticisrn are welcome. Please send submissions
hr enrai t(] e-address above. or br snail-rrail to the Club s postal address.

Editori John Potter
Assistatrt: ,Mary Potter

Deadlines for submissions 2014:
February 14; April 18; October 13
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