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PRESIDENT'S PLAN: DOINGOIIR PART

Ever since JeaD aual I moved iDto our house fifteen yeals ago, we have mulled over what to do with the

kidrey-shaped mound at the end ofour lawn in our back yard. Should rde dig a grrden? Peretrnials?

Shrubs?

Perhaps Sean Jades' presentatiotr at the PFI{ March meeting was the linal nudge we needed' It was

decided. A trative plant and flowers for feathered frietrds garden it shall be. First came the Serviceberry

Jean purchas€d from JohD Potter at the Malcolmsotr Ecopark Native Plant Sale in May. Then the outline
was staked atrd followed by tough digging. With the Serviceberry pl.nted, additional platrts were

strategically placed. Beard Totrgue, Blanket Ftower and Butterlly Weed now accompanied the small

shrub. I brought hoEe sode Milkweed seedlitrgs fro the NPCA offrce .nd after plantitrg them,

Sunllower seeds were sowed arouDd the edges of our new garden.

It did Dot look promisiDg at first House Sparrows dusting themselves itr the earth sootr discovered the
hidden treasure. Luckily' some seeds provided by Brian Calvert remailled and started to grow. Brian was

unsure of the species but said they rdere tall. And they arc! Seven to eight feet in height with dultiple
blooms. Pollinating insects have been visiting the Sutrflowers atrd soon we should have Blue Jays aDd

American Golrtlinches feeding otr the seeds' The Sunflovers may need to be controlled next year to give

the Serviceberry some elbow mom.
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Comings and Goings
The Club is a vibrant entity, sometimes with new

membels arrivitrg, or long-term members
departing.

Recent departures: Joyce Auty atrd David Moore

Recent trew arrivals: Lytrtr Glover; Beverly and
Chriltofer Hadler; Tina Masmeyer; Joatr Michon

Ptease advise the Editor ifyou are aware of other
ar vals or departures. It helps us keep itr touch...

Green Cotre Flower atrd Obedient Plant have tak€n hold in our side garden and have attmcted insects for
three summ€m now. Bee Balm provided by Carol Horvat added a nice colour of red to th€ side gardetr

and attracted a Ruby-throated Hummingbird last summer. It's a work in progress but I think Jean and I
have a great start at attracting insects and birds to a yard nestled near the downtowtr ofthe city of St.
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ROCN POINT AREA AND BANDING STATION OUTING

On May 30, Rick \ o u D s led the trip to the Rock Point area which included a visit to the Rock Point Bird
Banding Slation. Tbe iaation is nestled itr the woods at the west end of the Provincial Parl! and the PFN
members $ ere able to obs€ri e the proc€dure of banding captured birds that werc recovered from the

trets surrounding the Station. Once data is collected and a bird is banded, it is set free to continue on to its

breeding groutrd\. \\ hile Bt the Stttion, our group had the pleasure ofobserving an Orchard Oriole
perched at rhe top of! conifer, and Rick pointed out a flowering Small Yellow Lady's Slipper in a

secluded spol nearb).

Our group speni the rest of the morning explo ng the woods and shoreline of the Park. Shorebirds

observed included Killdeeri Semipalmated Sandpiper, Spotted Satrdpiper, atrd Ruddy Tumstone. After
lunch, we birded spots in ihe Rock Point area and along the Lake Erie shoreline when returning to

Niagara. A pleasrnt dal for all. B! Bob Highcoch.

2015 JIJNE PFN PICMC

The PFII adnual picEic was once again held at the house and home ofDotr atrd Sue Minchin' oD the sunny

day of June 6/2015. When we ardved, an irtrmediate point of interest was the large pond behird the
Minchin's house, the pond beiDg virtually free of cattails. Don explained that removitrg the c.tt.ils
improved the scenery and also discouraged muskrats. Also, Phrag ites growth had been developing on

the west side atrd was removed. The lack of tall vegetatiotr surrounding the pond was surely disturbitrg to
the Redvitrg Blackbirds,

For a birditrg tour around the pmperty, Don led the walkers while Sue transported the les!-active

members in a golf-cart-type vehicle, aD upscale conveyance from the tractor that has beetr used

preyiously, Dotr trot€d that his honey-bee hives were seemitrg less productive than iD previous yearc,
probabty for the same reaaons as commercial b€e-keepers have experienced. Eowever, the Bluebirds
apperred to lre producing baby birds, so all wa! well in that department Don said they had fledged 22

Bluebirds, many Ttee Swalows, 10 Chickadees' but only one nest of Purple Martins. Two of his trest

boxes had flying squirrels.

We were advised that the poDd was trow inhabited by large.mouth bass, some ofwhich were hatrgitrg
around in the water near. sm.ll dock. Sunfish and s€veral mud turtles also etrioy the water' An after-
lunch activity for some of the members was tossitrg bits of food into the water atrd remarking at the size

of the bsss as they grabbed up the left-overs. Agaitr, thatrks to the Minchitr's for a very relaxing and
erjoyable day!
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,,THE OTHER END OF MIGRATION''

Our speaker Iay Fad, oi september 282015, sub-tifl€d his talk "The lives of Canadian songbirds itr the
New World tmpi6'. L€y b pr€sently edployed at Algonquitr Park and has been there for 7 years doing
what he caled "&e .flat suEEer jobsr'. Ee also has a private company called "Boreal Natur€ ToursI,
has guided in Cd Rie, atrd is familiar with most of Cetrtral Ame ca. IIis presentation itrcluded
informatiotr and ptotos of how 'native' birds of Ontario live atrd chaDge their looks while winteriDg itr
their varioos lo..liols itr the Tropics, aDd also discussed ihe appear.nce aod activity of native birds itr
Central Americe-

Lev exptained tiat Eany of the birds that migrate south become differcnt animals whetr they are on their
witrter groDnds. Ee dentioned that Cedar Warwitrgs sometimes go, in what is called an 'irruption', etr

mass to Costa Rica and may witrter there in the millioDs. Because of their diet of fruit, their feathers may
change colour, and fail-feathers may be orarge instead of the yellow that we are used to seeing. A photo of
a Scarlet Tanager itr its winter plumage showed it beitrg yellow on lll of the plumage that would be rcd
here. In our Nodi America bird-books, illustrations atrd photos show the colourc and I'native" plumage
that we erpect to see in Ontario, but these birds might look totally differetrt in the tropics.

Lev also meEtioned that Pewe€s may travel to Costa Rica atrd Peru, and are known to sitrg a differctrt
song on their territory itr the South, than the song we expect to hear i! Otrtario.

Another unexpected fact was that bird species that live in the Tropics full-time may also go through a

'migration' ofa difiercnt sort. tr'or example, the Quetzal bird native to Costa Rica is known to seasotrally
change its location, from living higher itr the Eountains to goirg lower iDto the valleys, somewhat
simulatiDg the atmospheric ch.nge that Catradiatr northern birds go lhrough whetr they fly south in
witrter.

The Bobolink, rhich we ktrow to be in decline itr Otrtario because it lacks nesting areas' migr.t€s to
Brazil and ArgeDtina, where the Pampas pmvides nesting places, and food in the forD of rice. Lev stated
that the birds eat so much ce that the farmers try to reduce the damage itr some pl&ces by sprayitrg a
pesticide which kills or repels the birds. Oddly, Swainson Ilawks also make this migEtion' and may eal
grasshoppers which have poisotr orl them.

Several examples of ODtario birds' migratiotrs were mentioned in Lev's talk Chickadees and Nuthatches
migrate to Central America; Grosboaks and Tanagers travel to Costa Rica; Coopels Hawks migmte to
Mexico; and the Ruby-throated llummingbird is a known migr.nt, although Cetrtral Americ{ and Costa
Rica particularly are home to many residetrt species of hudmingbirds. These small birds may sometimes
become the prey of snakes itr that arca,

Lev mentioDed that atrts are a fooal for matry bird species. However hc recouDted having seen a stneam of
Army-ants otr a path, being followed by an Ovenbird that was eatiDg iDsects stirred up by the Army-ants.
He also Detrtiotred that some hawks may prcdate smaller birds as the latter are attacking the atrts'

The foregoing informatiotr, which your Editor was able fo tmnlcribe while ga*king at Lev's gorgeous
bird photographs .nd attemptitrg to capture his wealth of ornithologic{l knowledge, is only . smattering
ofwhat Lev presented to us. Note to Program Committee - More, More, More, Please!!

Thanks to Marlene Sanders for obtainillg our fascinating Speaker!
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NATURE IN THE CITY

On June 18th. atr iBrrepid group ofPFN members gathered for a Thursday evening walk at Jaycee Park
in St. Cathariner. LnforruDately, due to thrcatening thunder clouds, our hike was shoriened and
photoless. \1e did lee a nice assortment of birds including Eastern Kingbird' Yellow Warbler, Baltimore
Oriole, and Greit Crested Fl!catcher. We walk€d across the bridge to Retrnie Parkin Port Dalhousie.

This is a grear plece to \ielr Barn Swallows and Cliff Swallows because they nest underneath the bridge.
The outing culminated $ ith an ice-cream cotre trcat before w€ hurried back across Martindale Pond to
escape the oDcomitrg rrin, b! Jean Hampsot .

GLENRIDGE QUARRY NATI]RALIZATION SITE OUTING

The Glenridge \aruralization Site is a lormer quarry that was used as a municipal l.ndfill and Dow

offerc lrails and loyel] escarpment vistas. The PFN visited the site the morning ofSunday October 18.

Our main objective $as to idenlit different species ofsparrow and we were able to filrd Song-' White-
throated and \\'hite'.cro\yned Sparrolvs as well as Dark-eyed Juncos. we found both Ruby-crcwned and

Golden-crosned Kinglets, Black-capped Chickadees, House Finch, and Eastern Phoebe. Turkey Vultures
circled lazill orerhead. After walking the trail loop, som€ of us climbed to the Summit Overlook to a

spectacular 360 degree view ofour Region. Some wildfloweN were still in bloom and the goldfitrches were

feeding on se€ds. The fall colours put on a good show and everyone had an enioyable mornilg
By Jeon Hampsoh.

PFI{ MIJD LAI(f, OTIIING

Otr October 25, our small group had Do issue walkitrg the entire Blue Heron Trail at Mud Lake
CoNervatiotr Area in Port Colborne. Ilikitrg the 3.1 km loop was such a success last year that the fill
hike is now an annual event

Waterfowl observed on the lake included the ubiquitous Mtll.rd, Wood Duck, Green-wiDged Teal and

Northern PiDtail. At the north end ofthe lake, we found 6 LesserYellovlegs atrd I Pectoral Sandpiper
feeding in the shallows. As ve followed the curving trail through the brush east of the lake, & Rusty
Blackbird was spotted but it moved on before all could see it. Thankfully, the Rusty Blackbird
reappeared and all were able to get a good view through . scope as it satrg while perched on a trce. A lifer
for M.rletre!

For ore than two hours we hiked along the trail loop observitrg 24 bird species, leopard fiogs, an
itrteresting mushroom species lnd the beautiful fall colours. Based on the remarks after the outiDg' the
fall in 2016 is already planned. By Bob Highcock
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,,HONEY BEES: THE DECLINEAND EFFECTS"

Paul Kelly, our speaker at the October 2015 m€€ting, is a research aDd teaching scieutist at the Hotrey

Bee Re,searEh Certe oD the Guelph University campus. By the Club's good fortune, Julie Falsetti
(Marlene SaEder"s daEghter) flas an intern at Paul's lab, which helped to secure him as a speaker'

BegiDDing wi6 some hcts about the CeDtre, Paul noted it h.s 300 hives in total; from its teaching and

res-*rch,-gre CentrE produces 43 barrels of honey each year; 700 students each year lake the bee-keeping

coursesi and it is advisable to take a beo keeping course if otre watrts to become a bee-koeper'

The centre us€s tie t aditional equipmetrt, such as the hive-borcs with supers, the smokers for working

on the hiv€s, end the ,ar forms for the comb. In the hives, be€s maintaiD a 34 C temperature yeaFroutrd

by using their wings; be€s develop from egg to larva, pupa and adult, in stages which a b€€-keeper can

dentiry iu tne uve oy their appearance. Queetrs have to be produced either when an old queen is dyiug,

or when a hive is about to swarm. The worker bees make either queetr-jelly or worker-jelly to determine

the sexes of Dew bees in the hive. A queen can produce seveml times her own weight in eggs, and may

carry 7-million sperms which are supplied by the drones; drones die after mating (their only purpose)'

Besides !q!916 other products from bees are D99!{4!, produced from special glaDds on the bees, and

used by humaus in candles, lip balms, creams; and pqIE, a sounoe of proteitr, collected by the hotrey-bees

atrd harvested atrd sold to humatrs. Some polletr is sold to owners of tomato greenhouses, where

bumblebees are used for pollitrating the platrts. Iloneybe€s can't pollinate tomatoes, but their gtthered

pollen is fed as proteir to the bumblebees. Psul told us that pollen is vadously colourcd from some

flowerq poppy pollen is black; chestnut pollen is bright red; but mauy polletrs are yelloq including

saffron fiom crocus which is used as . food flavouring aud colouring. Paul dedomtrated (with his own

Iegs and arms) how the bees collect polletr which sticks to hairs on their legs, and is carried to the hive.

The deEonstration caused much merdment.

Paul stated (and demonstrated, humomuslg that honeybe€s perform a 'datrce'rvhich can tell other bees

how far and in what direction they should go to a pollen source - & dance forward for the directioD, ard
thetr the opposite way for distaDce. IIe said that honeybees do not pollinate grasses (including grain crops

and coru), but world-wide, there are 20-30,000 other species of bees in the world.

HoDeybee! can die from va ous reasons. Paul Doted that honeybee losses over winter can be about 3570'

and other causes include bad weather, malnutrition, diseas€s, predators, 8nd pesticides. Predators

incluale Varroa mites and Tracheal mites, but oxalic acid wil kill some mites without hurting the bees.

The canadiaD ho[eybees have become resistant to Tracheal mit€s. Another internal parasite of honeybees

is a fungus called Nosema. The latest problem for hotreybe€s became noticed itr 2012-2013 whetr the bees

begal to die in the early spring from poisoning by a new pesticide 'neonicotinoid'. This chemical was

being used on wheat, soybe.ns and seed corn, with all corn seed being treated with it The pesticide was

also iound on the soil, in water on lields, snd otr plants. An .moutrt at 3 parts/hilliotr on the soil was toxic
to hotr€ybees. The beeke€pers now have a law passed by the Ontario govertrment' requintrg farmers to
prove that they lreed to use this pesticide. Members may remember that Mirism Richards spoke to the
PFN about bees iD 2013 atrd dentioned that this pesticide was dangerous to all kinds of bees.

In summing up, Paul Kelly made several suggestiotrs of how to be honey'bee friendly: eat local produced

hotrey; platrt flowers; dotr't spray roadside platrts; allow land to naturalize; and support research on

hotreybee health.
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BIODIVERSITY OFFSETTING: SHOULD WE WORRY?

'We humans are coBshDdy chargiDg our surrounditrgs, often for reasons that we deem lecessary.
Howeyer, Dost o&er liying inhabitants on the planet lack the luxury or the ability to choose or to make
sigDilicaut chatrges lo their surroundings. Except for a few species, most livitrg organisms live (or survive)
itr places Eot oftieir cioositrg and must ad.pt to those cotrditiotrs. To understand how 'rBiodiversity
Offsettiog" oight afect them, we should first understand the meatring of "Biodiversity" and of
" ecosystem".

Au 'ecosystem' may be a forest, a wetland, a complex grasslatrd, or any other area iD which various
species of livhg organisms live. These species may itrclude admals, plants, insects, microbes, fungi and all
other living organismq with all the genetic variations of each orgatrism. The ecosystem also includes the
physical pmperties (soil types, water, temperature, air, climate) that allow the set of living organisms to
live in that locatioD.

'Biodiversiq/' theE is a short-form for 'Biological Diversity' atrd applies to a site where a unique complex
of organisms have developed over a period of time urder a distinct set of physical pmperties, Because of
the variation itr any of the biological or physical properties of each ecosystem, no two ecosystems are
alike. Therefore, thinking that trading of oDe ecosystem (as in a weflard, or foresl, or complex graslatrd)
for atrother ecosystem is possible without any differetrces, is Daive, misrepr€sentative orjust plain wroDg.

The dilficulty with 'Biodiversity Offsetting' catr be explained by this theoretical example: You own an
acle of land with a pond on it, and a developer watrts your acre for development and offels to tmde to
you a differetrt acre of land with a pond half a mile away. Because the developer's latrd is not the same as
yours, you will trot acquire atr exact replics ofyour land ifyou accept the trade, The acre you accept may
have diflereEt plantu around the pond, or different turtle species in the pond, differetrt water cotrditions, a
different soil type - whatever. A Biodive.sity Offsetting land-trade can not and vill trot return to you an
eract copy ofRhal )ou gave in exchatrge,

Put another way: Ifyou engage in a Biodiversity Offsetting laDd-trade, receivitrg aD exact biological
replica of your original land is impossible.

The Ontario GovertrmeDt's "ODtario Biodiversity Coutrcit" in 2005 had cotrcerns about Ontario's
biodiversity, including 6 perceived threats, namely: Ilabitat Loss; Invasive Specieq Popul.tiotr Growth;
Pollution; UNuitable Use; atrd Climate Chatrge. Among the strategic directions for actiod against these
threats were these: "Reduce pressur€s otr biodivercity", and: "Protect Ontario's genetig species, and
ecosystem divercity". That was 2005. This is 2015. So what i! our status now?

Well, ir 2013, Ontario Nature initiated a prcject on Biodiversity Offsefting, with the goal to ensure that,
itr ODtario, Biodiversity Offsettitrg would truly benelil the natuml world. A publication cslled i'Insights

into Biodiversity Offsetting in ODtario" was preparEd atrd released by Otrtario Nature iD 2014.

In this publication, on page 2, Otrtario Nature st.tedr "Biodiversity Offsetting engages developers in
compensating for the damage resulting from development projects. The offs€t iDvolves a traNactiotr
betweetr developers (seekjtrg to competrsate for d€stroyitrg or damaging elemetrts of biodiversity, such as
species and their habitats) and offset providers, itrcluditrg landowners, f.rmers, coNenatioD
organizations a[d First Nation commuDities, that are able to restore, create atrd manage habitat for
species ehewhere."
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publicatior noted: "Biodiversiry Offsetting is emerging in many countries as a promising market-
based mechanism to compensate for harmful impacts to wild species and ecosystems caused by
developmetrt "

Ontario Naturc also stated: "Ifimplemented correctly, Biodiversity Offsetting could l) position industry
as a positive foite iD biodiversity cotrservatiotr efforh; 2) ensure that olfset providers (farmers, Fiftd
Nation commtrnities, consenation organizatioN, etc) had the fitrancial means to undertake coDservation
efforts otr their latrds; and 3) pmvide an overall net gain for biodiversity. Lackitrg, however, are the
shared utrderstanding atrd policies needed to guide the implementation ofBiodiversity Olfsettitrg itr
Ontario atrd to addNss the signilicant risks thit it entails."

what is worrisome in the Otrtario Nature publicetion are the 'weasel-words' like "If implemented
correctly...." aEd "Lackitrg, however, are....".

In the ConclosioE (pg.32), it notes: "There is also a deep unease about: 1) scietrtific trtrcertaitrtieq 2) the
actual ability to ensnre that offsettiDg results in a net gain for biodiversity; 3) the need to set clear limits
around yElnerable or irreplaceable natural featur€s; ard 4) the lack of a clear policy frsmework"

However, Otrtario Nature was able to obtain from their project participatrts the support for seven

1. Offsetting should be set within a clear mitigation hierarchy. First, negstive imp.cts should be avoided
wherever poslible, Secord, .ny uDavoidable tregative impacts should be minimized to the extent polsible.
Offsetting thetr offers a means to deal with residual impacts that catrDot be addressed through avoidatrce
or mitrimizing harm.
2. Offsetting should r€quire echievement of an overall net gain.
3. Some sites, features ald hsbitats should be offJimits to offsettin& based for example on vulnerabilify
and irreplaceabili8. The 'rno-go" criteria should be itrformed by science atrd Aboriginal Traditional
lftowledge.
4. In establishitrg equivaleuce, the offset must take into account not only quatrtity (size) but also quality
with respect to the cotrditio! of both sites and their landscape context
5. The outcomes secured thmugh atr offset should last at least as long as the project's idpacts, and ideally
in perpetuity,
6. The olIset Iocation should be based otr desired coNervation outcomes.
7. The pricing of offsets should mver the complete costs of the delivery of the offsets (itrcluditrg costs of
entering into an agreemetrt, creation and maiDtetratrce of the olfsets, monito ng and reporting).

It is signiffcant that the Chairman of the Otrtario Biodiversity CouDcil, commenting on the need to
addrels ecotromic groEth, st.ted in the Ontario Nature publication:

"tr'irst, ecologically sigtrilicatrt, highly vultrerable and irreplaceable sites, featE res and habitats should be
avoided wherever po$ible."

SHOULD WE WORRY? That depends on how much you wish to "Protect Otrtario's geDetic, species,
and ecosystem diversity",

(Copies of the 36 pp. publication "Insights irto Biodiversify Offsetting in Ontario" catr be down-loaded
on the Itrternet. Address: ontarionature.org/olBettiq. )

B! The Editot - Cnssdhdra's Rarnblings ,ill appear nexl yelr.
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UPCOMING E\'ENTS

Th€ end of one ] ear atrd the beginning of another aheays brings a busy lime for naturalists - besides New

Years Eve, that is. \\ irh that in mitrd, here are some ofthc interesting events to look out for:

St. Catharines rPF\ ) Christmas Bird Count: December 20, 2015 - Contact Marcie Jacklin (905-811-2577)

re Birdiog:

\fler-Birding R,ru nd up at \orth Pelham Youth Center - contact Mary/John Potter (905-892-2566)

\ iis3 13 F,rll! \F\ClChrislmasBirdCount: Decmber 27,2015

Pon Colborne-Buffalo (BUNC) Christmas Bird Count: Jatrunry2,20l6

Lake ODrario \1id-\1itrier \'lhterfowl Inventory (Duck Count): January 10' 2016

PT'Ii SPEAKERS:

January 25. 2016: Speaker - Loretta Shields; Topic: Wind Turbines

Februan 22. 2016r Speakers - John Black & Marcie Jacklin; Topic: Birding Colombia

OUTINGS:P}\-''NNLIALMaplesyrupWalkatRolandRoad,ShortHillsPBwithpancakelunchat
\\ hite Meado{s Farms after the hike

The PeDitrsula Field Naturalists Club
A non-profit organization srarEd in 1954 with the objeotives ro pres€Ne wildiife and Fote.t
its habitaL ro promoi€ public interest in and a knowledge ofthe natura.l hisiorv ofth€ are4

ad to promoie, enouiage and cooperare wilh o.guizations ard individuals having similar

interesrs and objectives. Afiiliated with Ontdio Nature and Nature Canada .

P.O. Box 23031, RPO Carltotr, St' CathariEes, ON. L2R 7P6

Website : peniosulalieldnats.com

The P€ninsula Naturalist
Published: Feb ary, AprilMay, OctoberNovember

The Editor welcomes written axticles or artwork on any natural history topic. Please submit q?ed reports on

paper or by email to: jnipotter06S@gm.il'com Colour photos (jpg) acoompanying articles a.Ie welcome All
pieces ofartwork will be;ccepted. New ideas and constructive c tioism are welcome. Please send submissions

by email to e-address above, or by snail-mail to the Club's postal address'

Editor: John Potter
Assistant 

_Mary 
Potter

Deadlin€s for submissiotrs 2015:
February 14; April 18; October 13
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